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A
A French	 un

Aboard	 s (something) s

About	 re, c or containment 
indicator

Abstainer	 t t

Afternoon 	 pm

Albert, Alberta	 al

Alias	 aka

Alien	 et

Alpha	 a

Aluminium	 al

American Lawyer	 da

And French	 et

And Italian	 e

And Spanish	 y

Approximately	 c (circa)
Around	 re, c or containment 

indicator
Article	 a, an, the

Asian	 e

At Home	 in

Attorney	 da

B
Bachelor	 b

Bald Head	 b

Barium	 b

Batsman	 b

Batting 	 in

Beginning(s)	 Initial(s) of adjacent words
Belgium	 b

Bend	 u

Bespectacled 	 A word beginning and 
ending in 0

Big Number 	 c, d, m (Roman 
numerals)

Big top	 b

Bill	 ac (account)
Bishop	 b (Chess) rr (Right Rev)
Black	 b

Blockhead	 b

Book	 (Any book of the Bible, 
eg gen, exod, lev, job, 
mat t, rom, eph, tim, 
cor), ot (Old Testament), 
nt (New Testament)

Bowled	 b

Bravo	 b

Bridge Partner 	 n, e, w, s 
Britain, British	 b, uk

Business	 co

C
Cabinet maker	 pm (Prime Minister)
Can opener	 c

Carbon	 c

Cardinal	 n, e, w, or s

Caught	 c (Cricket)
Centre	 c

Centre/Central	 The middle letter(s) of an 
adjacent word, eg Central 
Park = ar

Champion	 ace

Charged particle	 ion

Charlie	 c

Church 	 c, ce, rc

Close-up	 cu

Commentary	 vo 
Conservative	 nat

Copper	 cu

Cricketers	 xi

Cuba	 c

D
Daughter	 d

Day 	 d, m, mon, t, tue, w, 
wed, and so on

Detective	 d, di, ds, pi

Distance	 k, m, in(ch), mm

Doctor	 dr, mo, md, mb

Draft	 ms

Duck	 o (Cricket)

E
Early Start	 e

East	 e

Egg	 o

Egghead	 e

Eleven	 xi

End (Of)	 The last letter of the 
following word

End of May	 y

England, English	 e

David Tossman's Cryptic Cheat Sheet
Abbreviations
 
Abbreviations, acronyms and initialisms come from usages in e.g. maps, dictionaries, txt, sports results, classified ads 
and suchlike with which colvers are likely to be familiar These are some of the most typical and will give you a start 
with the general idea of  many cryptic clues.
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Era	 ad, bc, age

Erstwhile	 ex

Evening 	 pm

Eye Opener	 e

F
Fashionable	 in

Fifty	 l

Firm	 co, bus, hard

First (of)	 The first letter of the 
following word

First born	 b

First Class	 ai

First of April	 a

Five	 v

Flourine	 f

Flower 	 r (River – it flows)
Footballers	 ru, fa

Force 	 g (Gravity)
Former lover/spouse	 ex

Fraud	 con

Frenchman	 m

G
General	 g

German(y)	 g, d

Gold	 or (Heraldry), au 
(Chemistry)

Good Person 	 st

Graduate	 ba

Grand	 g

Gravity	 g

H
Head	 ness (or initial of adjacent 

word)
Henry	 h

Hesitation	 er, um

Horse	 gg

Hospital, Hotel	 h

Hundred	 c (Roman numeral)

I
Icy (I hear)	 ic

In	 perhaps container indicator
Initially	 The first letter of adjacent 

word
International 	 i

Iodine	 i (Chemistry)
Italian and	 e

J
Japan	 J

Joule	 J
June	 J
Justice	 J
Journalist	 ed

Just	 fair

K
Know 	 ken

Kansas	 ks

Karate Expert	 dan

Kilo	 k

Kiss	 x

Known as	 aka

L
Last	 The last letter of the 

following word
Late	 d (Dead)
Latin	 l, lat

Lag	 con

Lately	 ex

Lead	 pb

Leader writer	 ed

Like	 as

Little time	 s, mo

Loud 	 f (forte)
Love	 o (Tennis)

M
Managing 	 ic

Manuscript	 ms

Many	 c, d, m (Roman numerals)
Matelot	 tar

Medico 	 dr, mo, md, mb

Member	 leg, arm

Member or Politician 	 mp

Mercury 	 hg

Metal	 fe, al, sn, cu 
Midday	 m

Model	 t (as in Ford) pose

Morning 	 am

Mother	 dam, ma, mum

N
Narration	 vo

Noisy	 f (forte)
Noon	 m

Note	 nb, a, b, c, d, e, f, g, 
do, doh, re, me, mi, fa , 
so, soh, la, te, ti 

Number 	 i, v, x, l (Roman 
numerals)
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O
Old copper	 d

Old town (city)	 ur

One	 i, a, an

Organisation	 un

Orient(al)	 e

P
Pages	 pp

Parking	 p

Particle	 ion

Party	 do

Peacekeepers 	 un

Performing	 on

Phosphorus	 p

Point	 n, e, w, s 
Pole	 n, s 
Positive response	 y

Post-graduate	 ma

Pound	 l, lb

Power	 ac

Previously	 ex

Prisoner	 con

Provided	 if

Q
Quack	 dr, mo, md, mb

Queen	 er

Quiet 	 p (piano)

R
Railway (lines)	 ry

Ratio	 pi

Ray 	 x (Ray)
Religious	 pi, nun

River	 r 
Rotten 	 off

S
Sailor	 ab, tar, jack, salt

Salt	 tar, ab, jack (sailor) 
Saturday/Sunday	 s

Scotsman	 ian, mac, mc

Script	 ms

Seaman	 ab, abs, tar

Second	 s

Second rate, class	 b

Ship	 ss

Side	 l or r

Silver	 ag (Chemistry)
Small Distance	 mm

Social Function 	 do

Social Worker	 ant, bee 
Society 	 s

Sodium	 na

Some French	 des

Song	 air, aria

State 	 ca, ny, mo, ma, al, any 
other of the Australian or 
United states

Study	 con, den, read

Street	 st 
Switch Position	 off, on

T
Team	 xv, xi

Teetotaler	 t t

Ten	 x

Thanks	 ta

The French 	 la, le, les 
The German	 die, das, der

The Italian	 il

The Maori 	 te

The Spanish	 el

Thousand	 m, k

Thousand Dollars	 g

Tin	 can, sn

Ton	 c (hundred)
Tory	 con, nat

Trendy	 in

Trickster	 con

Turn	 u (or reversal indicator)

U
Union, University	 u

Unknown	 x, y

Unpaid 	 hon

US City	 la, ny, sf

Used to be	 ex

V
Very Loud 	 ff (forte)
Very Quiet 	 pp (piano)
Vessel	 ship, mug, cup

Vitamin	 a, b, c, d, e,

W
Way 	 rd, st, av, ave 
When	 as

Work 	 op (music)
Working	 on

Worker	 ant, bee

Wowser	 t t

Y
Yes	 y
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Note also:
Directions	 left (l), right (r), north (n), south (s), east (e), west (w).
Grades	 good (g), excellent (e), satisfactory (s), first-class (a), second-rate (b), 

average (c), poor (d), failing or fail (f)
Cards 	 ace (a), king (k), queen (q), jack (j)
Roman Numerals 	 one (i), five (v), ten (x), fifty (l), hundred (c), five hundred (d), thousand 

(m) 
Geography	 lake (l), sea (s), river (r)
Weights & Measures	 pint (p), quart (q), metre (m), cubic centimetre (cc), millimetre (mm), height/

high (h), width/wide (w), length/long (l)
Times & Dates	 time (t), year (y), day (d), minute (m), second (s), monday (m), tuesday (t), 

wednesday (w), thursday (t), friday (f), saturday (s), sunday (s)
Politics 	 green (g), labour (l), liberal (l), national (n), democrat (d), republican (r)
Shapes	 circle, ball, ring, bagel, wreath (O), hook (J), specs (OO)
Rainbow Colours	 red (r), orange (o), yellow (y), green (g), blue (b), indigo (i), violet (v)
Greek alphabet	 alpha beta gamma delta ... omega.
Nato Spoken alphabet	 alpha bravo charlie delta echo foxtrot golf hotel ... yankee zulu 

A
aberrant
abnormal
abnormally
about
absurd
accident
accommodated
accidental
adapt
addle
adrift
adjusted
afresh
after a fashion
agitated
alter
altered
all wrong
alternatively
amiss
anew
anyhow
assembly
askew
astray
at sea
at sixes and sevens
at odds
awful
awfully
at variance
awkwardly
awry
awkward

B
badly
battered
becomes
bent
bewildered
bizarre
blunder
botched
breaking
brewed
broadcast
broken
buckles
building
bungled
by accident

C
calamitously
can be
catastrophically
cavorted
changed
chaotically
characters
chopped up
clumsy
cocktail
collapse
comical
complicated
components
composed
concoction
confuse

contorted
convert
cook
correction
corrupted
could be
crash
crazy
crooked
crude
crumbling
crush
cunning
curious

D
damage
dancing
dealt with
deception
decomposed
defective
deformed
demented
deplorably
deployed
deranged
derivative
design
devastated
developed
deviant
deviously
dicky
different
difficult

disarray
disaster
discordance
disguise
disintegrated
dislocate
dismantled
disorder
disorganise
disperse
disposed
disruption
dissembling
dissipated
distortion
distracted
distributed
disturb
divergent
divert
doctor
dotty
dreadful
dreadfully
dressed
drunken
dubiously

E
eccentric
effected
emend
emended
engendering
engineered
ensemble

entangled
erratic
erroneous
eruption
exceptional
excited
explosion

F
fabricate
failure
falsified
faltering
fanciful
fashioned
faulty
fiddle
fixed
flawed
flounder
flummoxed
foolish
for a change
forged
form of
fractured
fragments
freakish
free
frenzied
fresh
frisky
frolic
from
fudge
funny

Anagram indicators
Tenses and parts of speech vary, eg deviant, deviated, deviates, deviating, deviation, deviously.
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G
garbled
gets
gives
go off
go to pot
go to the dogs
go wrong
goes
grotesque
gyrate
gyrates

H
haphazard
havoc
haywire
higgledy-piggledy
horribly

I
idly
ill-disposed
impaired
imperfect
improper
in a bad way
in a tizzy
in confusion
in disguise
in other words
in ruins
incorrect
ingredients
inordinately
insane
intricate
involved

J
jerky
juggled
jumble

K
kind of
kinky
knotted

L
lawless
let loose
letters of

liquid
loosely
lousily
lousy
ludicrous
lunatic

M
mad
make a bungle of
makes
maladroit
maltreated
managed
mangled
manifestation
manipulated
marred
mashed
mauled
maybe
mayhem
meandering
medley
mended
mercurial
messed
metamorphosis
mince
mingled
miserable
mishandled
mishap
mistake
mix
mobile
model
modified
molested
mongrel
moulded
moving
muddled
mutative
mutilated
mysterious

N
nasty
naughty
negotiation
new
new style
newly formed
newly made
not exactly

not straight
novel

O
obscure
obstreperous
occasion
odd
off
operate
order
organisation
originally
otherwise
out
over

P
peculiar
perhaps
perverse
perverted
phoney
pie
placed
plagued
plastic
poor
possibly
potentially
prepared
problematic
processing
production
pulverised
put another way
put straight

Q
queer
questionable

R
rabid
ragged
rambling
ran amok
readjusted
rearrange
rearranged
rebel
rebellious
rebuilding
recast

recreate
rectified
refined
reformation
reformed
refractory
regenerate
regulation
remade
rendering
rendition
renovated
re-ordered
repack
repair
replacement
reproduced
reshaped
reshuffle
resolved
resort
reveal
revolting
revolutionary
revolution
rewrite
rickety
ridiculous
rigged
riot
rocky
roving
rude
ruffled
ruin
rum

S
sadly
scramble
set
set out
shaken
shaped
shattered
shift
shuffle
shuffled
silly
slipping
slipshod
sloppy
slovenly
smash
somehow
sorry
sort

spoil
spoilt
sport
sporting
spurious
stew
stir
strange
stumbling
stupid
surprising
swirled
switches

T
tampered with
tangled
tattered
temper
tempestuous
tentatively
terribly
thrown
tip
tipsy
to pot
torn
tortuous
toss
transformed
translate
translated
transport
treacherous
treated
tricky
troubled
troublesome
tumultuous
turbulent
turn
turned
twist
twisting

U
uncertain
unclear
uncommon
undecided
undisciplined
undone
uneasy
unfamiliar
unhappy
unnatural
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unorthodox
unravelled
unreliable
unrest
unsound
unstable
untidy
unusual
upheaval
upset
used

V
vacillating
vandalise
variable
vary
violent
volatile

W
wandering
warp
way out
wayward
weird
well-varied
went off
wild
woolly
work out
works
worried
woven
wrecked
wrong

Charade indicators
after
approaches
before
central
follows
gets
going after
heart of
joining
needs
on
preceding
provides
providing
under
with

Container indicators
admitting
around
boxing
bridging
catching
circling
clutching
contains
embraces
encloses
enfolding
envelopes
enveloping
holds
importing
in
outside
ringing
round
surrounding
wraps

Deletion indicators
abstracted
decapitate
docked
don't end
don't start
endlessly
headless
heartlessly
losing head
minus
removing
topless
without 

Homophone 
indicators
heard
it's reported
orally
it's said
reportedly
say
sounds
sounds like
to the audience
to the listener
vocally
we hear

Hidden word 
indicators
A bit of 
contains
demonstrates
from
held by
hiding
holds
in
inside (which)
insider
reveals
some (of)

Reversal indicators
backing
coming up
flipping
go(ing) back
over
raised
returns
rising
turned
turned up
turns
up
written up


